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SOUTH BANK—NEW LIBRARY 


Announcing it in one of the most inconspicuous ways possible, the Government have 
declared their intention to begin building within five years a National Reference Library 
for Science and Invention on the South Bank of the Thames, close to the Royal Festival 
Hall. The new library will be based on the existing Patent Office Library, which is to be 
expanded for the purpose. 

Cynics, recalling the history of this project and remembering that the National Science 
Centre featured in the last Tory Party manifesto, may associate this latest announcement 
with the renewed interest in a General Election. But taken at its face value this is the first 


and long-awaited undertaking to implement plans which have hung fire since May, 1950. 


Amid all the enthusiastic planning for the Festival 
of Britain, Mr. Herbert Morrison, for the Govern- 
ment of the day, envisaged a National Science 
Centre---generally on the lines proposed by the 
Royal Society—which would house under one roof 
the D.S.LR., the Medical and Agricultural Research 
Councils, 15 of the major learned societies, and the 
Patent Office, together with its library at present 
accommodated in Chancery Lane in completely 
inadequate premises which had suffered in the bomb- 
ing. “The Centre,” it was said, “will be designed to 
improve facilities and contacts between scientists 
and users of science both nationally and inter- 
nationally.” 

These plans fitted in well enough with those of the 
L.C.C., whose architects had bold and imaginative 
ideas for the development of the South Bank, 
including ultimately “a riverside promenade and 
gardens right down to Blackfriars Bridge.” The 
Festival Hall, the Exhibition Gardens and now the 
Shell-Mex development, are already well known, 
but the Science Centre is to occupy a site on what is 
still a derelict tract of land known as the Princes 
Meadows Estate, 35 acres of the South Bank stretch- 
ing downstream from Waterloo Bridge to Black- 
friars Bridge. This Estate was bought for planned 
development by the L.C.C. in 1952. Five acres 
immediately adjoining Waterloo Bridge were 
reserved for the Government's Science Centre and 
the Ministry of Works ate now negotiating with the 
L.C.C. for a lease of the site. 

One feature of the Centre, however, has been 





shelved. “A further review has shown that the needs 
of the Royal Society and of the other learned socie- 
ties at present housed in Burlington House and else- 
where can, for some time to come, be met more 
satisfactorily in that neighbourhood.... The 
Government have, therefore, decided that they 
would not be justified in proceeding with the Science 
Centre in its orginal form.” 

Even in its truncated form this undertaking to do 
something has been applauded in scientific circles; and 
taken together with the National Lending Library 
which is now in embryo, the library profession can 
find satisfaction for the encouragement it has always 
given these twin plans for the expansion of library 
provision in the scientific field. 





Mr. P. S.J. Welsford retires next year after 
27 years as Secretary of the Library Associa- 
tion. 1959 will also bring the retirement 
of Mr. D. C. Henrik Jones, Librarian and 
Information Officer at Chaucer House 
since 1936. 

In the light of this, the August Council 
agreed to the terms of appointment of a 
new Secretary and a Librarian. Advertise- 
ments for the post of Secretary have 
appeared in various publications, including 
the current Record. The appointment of 
Librarian is to be made as soon as possible 
after consultation with the new Secretary. 














CUTTING OFF THEIR NOSE... 


One of the most valuable aspects of the 
library scene is the continual exchange of 
staff which takes place between different 
library Authofities, as vacancies occur and 

ai tan No one library has a mono- 
poly of excellence, and even a good system 
may benefit from the outside view, from a 
fresh assessment of its methods by an in- 
comer trained elsewhere. It is taken for 
granted that when a post is advertised, all 
applicants are considered on their merits, 
and a choice made of the person considered 
most suitable, by training, experience, and 
personal aptitude for the particular duties 
involved—a system as much in the interest 
of the library as of the individual librarians 


concerned. 


We are prompted to stress these points because of a 
recent episode which has come to our notice. An 
advertisement appeared in the national press inviting 
applications for em post of Deputy Librarian of the 
County of Antrim. A short list was drawn up, three 
candidates were interviewed, and an appointment 
made according to the principles outlined above, the 
successful candidate being an Associate of this 
Association. Under the provisions of the Safe- 
guarding of Employment Act (Northern Ireland), it 
is necessary to obtain from the Ministry of Labour 
and National Insurance a permit to work in Northern 
Ireland, but in this case the Ministry declined to issue 
a permit, and adhered to their refusal even after 
representations were made from the County Antrim 
Authorities and the Library Association. In the end, 
the Chartered Librarian concerned was unable to 
take up the appointment, and the County Antrim 
Committee must think again. 

The purpose of the Act in question is, as its title 
suggests, to safeguard the employment interests of 
Northern Ireland persons, and with a very high 
unemployment rate in their country it is under- 
standable that the Northern Ireland Authorities wish 
to guard against the importation of cheap labour 
which would aggravate the position. But a pro- 
fessional appointment of this sort is in a different 
category, and if the Act is invoked in similar cir- 
cumstances in the future, the library service of 
Northern Ireland will progressively suffer through 
the illiberal and short-sighted policy of its own 
Government. 

W. B. Paton, Lanark 
(Hon. Sec., L.A.) 


PHOTOCHARGER AT 
COVENTRY 


Coventry City Libraries have recently installed a 
Recto Photocharger in the central lending 
library. The 7 sg was put into operation on 
Thursday, 24th Jul 

During the F prior to introducing the 
machine the complete stock of the library was pre- 
pared with new book pockets recording full details 
of author, title, classification number and accession 
number, thus obviating the need to refer to stock 
records at the overdue s 

The task of lettering and la ting the $7,000 books was 
achieved to schedule as the result of ble enthusiasm 


and voluntary overtime by members of the staff. 
An anci improvement was the construction of a 


Visible Index bor checking reserves, which has eggs more 


of reading back records, and will also be used in the 
Reference library. 

Existing counter furniture has been adapted successfully, 
enabling the whole change over to be accomplished with a 
minimum of cost. 

D.W.B. 


A BOOK ON MOBILES 


Mr. John Parfitt, of the Exmoor Travelling 
Library, and myself are in the pam of 
preparing a book on Mobile Library Ser- 
vices. The outline has received the approval 
of the Press and Publications Committee of 
the A.A.L. 

The only effective method of collecting the 
information we needed seemed to be the use of a 
questionnaire, and although questionnaires are 
undesirable pests to a busy librarian, we had a very 
good response to our circular. If anybody should 
remember that they still have one waiting to be 
completed, this letter is a plea for haste. 

We have tried to circularize every authority which 
administers a mobile library, but there must be some 
that have slipped our nets. We are anxious to make 
the work as complete as possible and would like to 
hear from any librarian who administers such a ser- 
vice and has not yet had our questionnaire. In fact, 
all information on the ediecs ai any source will 


be warmly welcomed. 
L. B. Horne, Acton, 


HOLIDAY TRAGEDY 


The sympathy of all her colleagues in the library 
profession is extended to Mrs. E, R. Byham (née 
Webster), Departmental Librarian, The School of 
Atchitecture Library, Regent Street Polytechnic. 
Her husband died very erly wh bating rng 


their honeymoon at Inter. 
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WATERFORD WEAKENED 


Of all the sad stories that have flowed into Liaison of recent months the 
following must surely be the worst. The Twerty-Seventh Annual Report 
of the Waterford County Library (1957-58) contains the following 


sentences: 
“General Review—The proposal 


Library service was defeated xt a County Council meeting 
prelude to the suggestion designed, if not to abolish the service, at least to clip its wings 


for the complete al*olition of the whole. County 


iy 15 votes to 3. This was but a 
‘and 


stem the tide of any possible progress. It was next proposed to cut the Library Estimates by 
£4,000 and this being defeated the ultimate si to deduct £1,900 was eventually 


carried,” 


The effect of this is to cut the book fund from nearly £2,500 to £950. This is, in our 
view, the most appalling cut of recent years and makes the Sandown “shock” (reported 


in July) almost an act of 
has no recourse—to anyone. 


U.D.C. 


The British Standards Institution has planned a series 
of discussion mectings between November, 1958, 
and April, 1959, on the use of U.D.C. There is no 
set hes it is hoped that the participation of both 
U.D.C. users and members of the B.S.I. Committee 
and editing staff will afford an opportunity at each 
meeting to discuss some of the more difficult practical 
problems in using U.D.C. 


Each one will be limited to 25 persons (30 at 
I] i 


most) and will last from 10 a.m, to 5 p.m. There will 
be a charge of a guinea for each meeting. Applica- 
tions should be made to the British Standards Institu- 
tion, 2 Park Street, London, W.1 (Mayfair 9000 
ext. 18), indicating which meeting it is desired to 
attend, 


Programme 

14th November—Engincering workshop practice (metals 
and other materials). 

rath December—Physical science and technology (including 
science). 

16th January—Building and civil engineering, town 
planning and architecture. : 

13th February—Geographical and regional (esp. (1/9) 
auxiliaries). 

13th March—Management, administrative and — social 


sciences. 
17th April—Biological and medical sciences. 


COUNTY LIBRARY CIRCLE 
The County Library Circle is _proposing-to hold a 
week-end school in Arbroath, Scotland, from 17th 
to 20th October. Total cost per person, including 
registration fee, will be £3. Application forms from 
Miss Snodgrass, Coun’ lide, Spittal Street, 
Stirling. : 
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evolence. And the tragedy of all these cases is that the librarian 


A.G.M. 


At its meeting on 21st August the Council got down 
to its customary detailed discussion of the agenda for 
the Annual General Meeting, which will occur during 
the Conference. It was decided that the Annual 
Report for 1957 would be taken in its normal order 
(that is as third item on the Agenda) except that the 
first ph of the Executive Committee’s report 
be taken as the last item, An opportunity would thus 
be given for any member to raise a question on the 
action of the Council. The report would then be put 
to the meeting for adoption as a whole. 

On item 4, which is the motion from Penge U.D.C, 
any relevant matters can be discussed. 

Mr. Francis, as Chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee for 1957, would introduce his Committee’s R. 
and then call upon Mr. Gardner, Chairman of the L.A. 
Sub-Committee on the Robert's Report. As the chief 
speaker, Mr. Gardner would explain that the Annual 
Report is a statement of what the C:\unvil had done, 
and that the Council had acted st‘ictly within its 
powers in giving evidence before the Roberts’ Com- 


mittee. 





NEW LIBRARIAN OF WELSH NATIONAL 
LIBRARY 
Mr. Evan David Jones, Keeper of Manuscripts and 
Records in the National Library of Wales, has been 
appointed Librarian, in succession to Dr. Thomas 
Parry, Principal-Elect of the University College of 
Wales. Mr. E. D. Jones is $4 and joined the staff of 
the Library in 1929. 
COURSES IN CARDIFF 

Courses in preparation for the First Professional and 
mas. age aap re wa RR RG ast 
We —— of Advanced Technology, Cathays 
Park, iff, _— 1958-39. Further particulars 
from the Librarian of the College. : 








THE LONDON: LIBRARY IN PERIL 





THIN END OF TAX WEDGE? 
A mixture of disgust, irritation, annoyance and downright despair has greeted. the failure 


of the London Library’s ap 


against a rating assessment of £'11,000, when it had been 


exempt for 80 years. Even the eminent Q.C., Mr. Geoffrey Lawrence, was unsuccessful in 
arguing the Library’s case against the law as it now stands. And with the London Library 
as first victim of this legal interpretation, a clear threat to many other worthy institutions 
has been established, a threat which arises from what has been described as our “inhospital- 
ity to the arts in our midst’’. For the sake of extorting the last penny possible out of the 
rates the Inland Revenue is threatening to tax out of existence a number of learned socie- 
ties whose very considerable contributions to music, literature and the arts can be sensed 


rather than calculated. 


Even without this blow to its fortunes served by 
the rating assessment, the London Library is already 
running “at a considerable loss”, and the accounts 
show a deficit of very nearly five and a half thousand 
pounds. Salary increases are due, to bring them into 
line with those prevailing elsewhere, and the 
Library's day to day expenses have continued to rise. 
Reluctantly, the Library decided at a special meeting 
in July to adopt the unpopular course of raising 
subscriptions. Yet already it is feared that the con- 
sequent fall in membership will much reduce any 
net gain in income. On top of all this the effect of the 
new rating decision will leave the London Library 
in a perilous position. 

As The Times put it: “The mischief has been done, 
and it remains to find a way out.” Earlier this year 
the Government appointed the Pritchard Committee 
to review and advise on the rating of scientific and 
literary societies and charities, and, unremarked, the 
Committee is now going about the business of 
gathering its evidence. It is in the recommendations 
of an impartial enquiry such as this that there lies a 
gleam of hope for redressing a situation which—as 
The Times observed—can give little pleasure to the 
Prime Minister who, for one, has close associations 
with literature and publishing. 

The committee of the Library have now decided 
to appeal to the High Court. 


LIBRARIAN MAO 

Thanks to a correspondent, Mr. Reginald J, Hoy, we 
are Jed to ask if there is a record of any other librarian 
who has played such a potent part in history as Mao 
Tse-Tung, the Chinese Communist leader. At the 
age of 25 he was a humble librarian’s assistant at 
Peking University, frustrated and humiliated. It was 
due to Professor Chen Tu-hsiu and the University 
Librarian Li Tao-chao (the two founders of Chinese 
Communism) that Mao “discovered the disciplined 
omniscience of Marx and the overpowering simpli- 
cities of Lenin, with their magnetic appeal to so 
many frustrated young idealists, ”” 
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U.K. IN STRENGTH AT 
WASHINGTON 


Details have been announced of the papers 
which are to be presented (none will be 
actually read) for discussion at the Inter- 
national Conference on Scientific Informa- 
tion at Washington in November. A quick 
scrutiny shows that the U.K. will be contri- 
buting 30 per cent; slightly over half will 
come from American authors; while the 
Iron Curtain bloc and all other countries 
account for the remainder. 
Among the U.K. contributions are; 


B. L. Palmer and D..J. Foskett (L.A.). Training 
for scientific information work in G.B. 

D. J. Foskett (Inst. of Education). Construction 
of a faceted classification for a special subject. 

B. C. Vickery (L.C.L. Ltd.). Subject analysis for 
information retrieval; and Structure of 
information retrieval systems. 

K. C. Wright and C. J. Wilson (Royal Aircraft 
Establishment). Classification with Peek-a- 
Boo for indexing aeronautical documents. 

Roland Smith (Atomic Energy Authority). 
Communication of information in Research 
and Development Branch of U.K.A.E.A. 

Cyril Cleverdon (College of Aeronautics). 
Evaluation of systems used in information 
retrieval. 

D. J. Urquhart (D.S.LR. Lending Library Unit). 
Use of scientific periodicals, 

As a contribution to the future mechanization of 
some aspects of the storage and retrieval of informa- 
tion, the Monotype tapes from which the type was 
cast for the pteprints of the Conference are 
being made available to qualified groups é experi~ 
mental or demonstration purposes. 

















Crewe Council have resisted a propesal to transfer 
their library powers to Cheshire County. It was 
admit cd that the present service was not a good one. 
But a suggestion that under the County Crewe 
would have a better building, more books and an 
improved reference section, was countered by the 
claim that plans to build a new library in Crewe 
should provide an excellent local service. 


Wigan. A nincty-shilling fine and temporary 
social ostracism was the price Maureen Maho 
paid because her father chose to be awkward wi 
Wigan Public Library. Mr. Mahoney's refusal to 
return three westerns he had borrowed in his 
daughter’s name eventually led to a magistrate fining 
her £4 tos. and consequently to some unwelcome 
notoriety. Appeal against conviction has since been 
allowed. 


Hucknall. The five-day week for the library staff 
(see August Liaison) has bins approved for a trial 
period. There are no reports that the ghost of old 
Ben Caunt is anything but at rest. 


B.B.C. have bought from the Hulton Press the 
Picture Post Library of six million illustrations. It 
will be known as the Radio Times Hulton Picture 
Library and Liaison hopes to feature it in a future 
issue. 


Hull have a £147,000 scheme for providing a new 
library building which will be erected adjacent to its 
present building, to give “an additional site area of 
100 per cent’’. While the existing building will con- 
tinue in use it is hoped that its new neighbour will 
accommodate the Central Lending, Reference, 
Commercial and Technical, and Music departments. 


Hove’s Half-Century. By a happy coincidence 
the L.A. meets in Conference at Brighton duri 
celebrations of Hove’s Golden Jubilee of public 
library service. Their programme includes a Book 
Exhibition at Hove Museum from 30th August until 
28th September; a Public Luncheon on the Wednes- 
day of the Conference; and a Children’s Book Week 
and Exhibition starting on 6th December. Full 
details from the Publicity Officer, Hove Town Halli, 


O.U.P. Printer. Mr. V. H. Ridler, M.A., 
succeeds Mr. Charles Batey as printer to Oxford 
University on 1st October. Joining the O.U.P. in 
1936, Mr. Ridler has been assistant printer since 
1949. He designed the Coronation Bible, which was 
printed at Oxford, and presented to the Queen in 
Westminster Abbey. 
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BRIEFLY 


E. Nigeria recently saw the start of a new mobile 
library service. The vehicle, given by Unesco, was 
constructed in the U.K. and also contains a generator 
and 16 mm. projector. At a ceremony attended by 
the Nigerian Prime Minister, the guest of honour, 
Mr. S. H. Horrocks, emphasized that the service 
would at first be largely experimental. It would 
carry books to villages and small towns for so long 
starved of literature. 


M.L.Inf.Se. Matters for immediate consideration 
by the newly-formed Institute of Information 
Scientists include the provision of examinations for 
the certificate of the Institute, and the promotion of 
educational courses, meetings and publicity. There 
will be Members and Fellows, entitled to the 
appropriate nomenclature behind their names. 


Leicestershire County Council have approved 
the | sepeeast of a building in Clarence Street, Leices- 
ter for a new county library headquarters. The total 
cost is expected to be over £30,000. 

The present headquarters in New Street have long 
been inadequate. In Leicestershire’s annual report, 
1955-56, it was stated that “as many as eighteen 
people might be found working in less than half the 
space which, in 1935, was considered adequate for a 
staff of six.” 


Bilborough, Notts., which has used a converted 
cowshed as a public library for the past ten years will 
soon have a new library. The City Council have 
approved tenders for the building which will cost 
ya £23,000, The structure will be similar to 
those built elsewhere in the city and will hold a 
stock of 12,000, Work on the new building will 
begin about the end of this year. 


Tale-piece. As an iment to stimulate 
children’s reading during the summer holidays the 
Nottingham Education Committee have operated a 
special mobile library service. Every week-day 2wo 
mobiles are sent out to cover about eight villages 
cach, a different jo every day, With each van is 
a children’s librarian who not only helps the children 
to choose their books, but at se and suitable 

laces arranges a “story hour”. 

The scheme began as soon as the schools broke u 
and has exceeded “our wildest expectations’, acco, 
ing to the library, so that it is likely to become: a 
permanent holiday feature. It has achieved qrite 
remarkable publicity in many of the national 
“dailies”, the B.B.C. and on T.V. 





Progress Report on 
HOW TO SPEND $5 MILLION 


Twice previously Liaison has written of the programme of library research which the 
Council on Library Resources in Washington is carrying out. But with the familiar trade- 
mark of vigorous enthusiasm which the Americans appear to stamp any job they tackle, 
there is still more news from the Council to report. And it is quite evident that, among 
other things, they intend to mechanize or bust. 

A contract has been placed for a prototype cataloguer’s camera, which will permit dry 
process reproduction of cards from either printed, type-written or reduced-facsimile 
masters and of the insertion of headings in desired positions at the reproduction stage. One 
design provides for three optical systems to meet these requirements. 

Looking to the day when material will not be lent but transmitted by telefacsimile (not 
so futuristic as it sounds—some London banks do this already), design plans are being pre- 
pared for an automatic book cradle and rapid page turner. This will facilitate high speed 
copying and scanning, a big consideration as the microfilming or tele-transmitting equip- 
ment would invariably be rented. Next, an ambitious touch, a study of Telereference. In any 
group of libraries only one would have a catalogue: the. others would “look up” the 
catalogue by means of closed-circuit TV. 

Coming back to earth, a grant has been made to the National Library of Medicine to improve the Current 


List of Medical Literature by experiments over two years with automatic typewriters and cameras. By this 
means it is hoped both to speed up the indexing and to reduce costs so as to provide a near-complete coverage 


of the world’s medical literature. 


$55,000 has been invested in an experiment by the Library of Congress on casts at Source. With 
the co-operation of a number of publishers, advance proofs of their books will be supplied to the Library of 


Congress who will immediately supply the publishers with printer’s copy for a full catalogue entry, and this 
will appear in the final publication. A complementary study is being made of its effect on cataloguing practice 


in libraries. 
Other current projects concern standardizing library methods and materials, the process of publication and 


distribution of information in the Soviet Union, financial support for the international co-ordination of 
cataloguing rules, and a re-appraisal of the functions of the U.S. Book Exchange (which approximates to our 


British National Book Centre). 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON 
GREATER LONDON 


NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH 
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 
Chairman: 1. A. Crawley, F.L.A. (Belfast) ; Vice~Chairman; 


As a member of the very cordial sub-committee 
which drafted the evidence for the Royal Com- 
mission on Greater London, I was sorry to see only 
an edited abstract in the August Liaison. 

May I express through your columns the hope 
that copies of the full evidence will be made available 
so that the problems of our largest conurbation may 
receive the consideration they deserve. 

S. G, BERRIMAN 
Middlesex County. 


[A short report is the only possible action in a 
news-sheet such as this, but we are pleased to 
announce that the L.A. is printing the evidence in 
full as a pamphlet for sale to members at 1s. 6d. per 
copy.—Eds.| 
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H. G. Mills, A.L.A. (Londonderry); Hon. Secretary: P. J. 
Quigg, A.L.A. (Belfast); How. Treasurer: J. M. D. Crossley, 
B.A., A.L.A. (Linenhall Library); Branch Councillor: W. J. 
Murison, F.L.A., F.L.A.I. (Antrim); Committee: M. S. 
Kelly, F.L.A, (Belfast); Miss A. McKeown, B.A. (Belfast); 
Miss A. K. Megaw, B.A., F.L.A. (Queen’s University); 
F. J. Nawn (Fermanagh) ; Miss H. A. Tillie, F.L.A. (Tyrone); 
Dr. T. M. Walker, M.A., F.L.A. (Magee University 


College). 


A.A.L. CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


Students are reminded that completed application forms, 
together with the appropriate fees, foe the courses beginni 

in November, must reach Mr. J. S. Davey, F.L.A., 49 
Halstead Gardens, London, N.a1, on or before 

rec pane eredeeacasbieny is gt cain) Ate seam 
Pull particulars are given in Syllabus of Exams, 


price 2s. 





APPOINTMENT OF LENDING LIBRARIAN, HOVE 
In the Times Literary Supplement for 14th March, a bey were invited from Chartered 


Librarians for the above post at a — in accor 
person appointed would control a staft of 10 assistants the Secretary 


protest to the Borough Council, informing them that the pos 


ce with APT I (£575-725). As the 
addressed a strong 
t should be graded higher 


than APT I in accordance with sub-paragraph (ec) of paragraph 21(8) (xxv) of the N.J.C. 


Scheme of Conditions of Service. The Secretary also stated 


that as instructed by the L.A. 


Council, he would advise intending candidates who communicated with him not to apply 
for it until the | erg had been considered by the Borough Council and a satisfactory 


decision reached. 


A notice was accordingly inserted in the T.L.S., 
and NALGO were informed. No intending candi- 
dates communicated with the Secretary, and there 
were apparently no applications for the post. As no 
decision of the employing authority was received by 
the beginning of June, the Secretary wrote to the 
Town Clerk for information. His reply stated that 
when the grading of the post was last before the 
appropriate committee, it was decided to defer con- 
sideration. On 29th July the Town Clerk informed 
the Secretary that the Borough Council had decided 
to upgrade the post to APT Il ( £725-845). Two 
weeks earlier the post of Deputy Librarian (also 
graded at APT I) Csi vacant on the death of 
the incumbent. This post has since been advertised at 
APT Il ( £845-1,025). 





INFORMATION WANTED 


During the autumn and spring we are 
holding at the North-Western Polytechnic 


a series of lectures to be called “Equipment 
for Technical Services in Libraries”. This 
series will include copying and duplicating 
methods, microtechniques, the use of 
punched cards, addressing machines, com- 
munication and sound reproduction equip- 
ment. Each lecture will be accompanied by 
an exhibition illustrating some of the 
equipment and methods described. 

We wish to obtain further information 
on the use of such machines in libraries and 
would be grateful if librarians who have 
experience of them would let us know as 
soon as possible, 

R. C. BENGE, 
Senior Lecturer, of Librarianship, 
North-Western Polytechnic, London, N.W.5. 


HOLIDAY FACILITIES 


Correspondence in the Isle of Wight ont 
Press reveals that there is room for 
greater progress in book provision for 
people on holiday. A letter to this paper, on 
the 9th August, complained that one holi- 
day-maker had been refused the travelling 
library loan facilities, it being suggested 
that books could be obtained at Ventnor 
library, a 4s. fare away. 

In reply the County Librarian pointed out that 
legally the County is only under an obligation to 
lend books to residents, but that visitors were wel- 
come subject to the safeguards of using their home 
tickets, depositing 10s. or obtaining a rate-payers 
guarantee. It was not possible to lend books from the 
travelling library to visitors as the van only visits 
each stopping place at fortnightly intervals. In this 
instance a interval was a month due to the holida’ 
of the mobile librarian, so that there would be di 
culties in returning books. The County Librarian 
goes on, “In practice, as residents can borrow an 
unlimited number of books from the travellin 
library, visitors could obtain books to read throug 
a resident, who would then be responsible for theit 
return.” 


OPPORTUNITY IN NEW 
ZEALAND 

The Librarian t the University of Auckland 
(P.O. Box 2553, Auckland) would be pleased 
to hear from any graduate qualified tbrarian 
emigrating to New Zealand. He has a vacancy 
for a Cataloguing Assistant within the salary 
range £575 to £,76s. ; 
This is below the level at which New Zea- 
and Universities give assisted passages, but 
any librarian he bie decided to move’ to 
New Zealand may be interested to know that 
a position is available, 
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ROW IN PORK PIE TOWN OVER 


“APPALLING LIBRARY FACILITIES” 


Melton Mowbray (Leics.) may have an enviable reputation for its pork pies and Stilton 
cheese, but to judge from some scathing criticisms by one of the town’s newest Councillors, 
its public library service seems unlikely to enhance Melton’s good name. 

For a 2$d. rate Melton Mowbray provides its nearly 15,000 inhabitants with one 
Caney library staffed by three non-professional part-time librarians, and a stock of 
roughly 9,000 books for lending and 450 for reference. A good third of the population are 
registered readers, but according to Councillor B. G. A. Brewster, Headmaster of the 
Melton Grammar School, they are getting a poor deal. 

Councillor Brewster opened a maiden speech, on the Library Committee's latest report, 
by declaring: “There is very little with which to be satisfied in this report. In fact, it isa 
depressing affair, as well it might be coming from such a depressing quarter.” He supported 
this general condemnation with these specific charges— 

One—The building is gloomy, depressing and too small. 

Two—Lighting is very poor. 

Three—The shelves are cramped. 

Four—-Stock, both fiction and non-fiction, is insufficient and there are not nearly enough new books. 

Five—The reference section is “absolutely pathetic”. 

Six—Telephone: the Committee had recommended that no great advantage would ensue from the 
installation of a ‘phone (“A devastating reflection on the service we offer”). 


Seven—Children were allowed only one hour a day for borrowing books (“Surely it is our duty to offer 
some alternative to T.V.”), 


“If you bend down to choose a book,” said Mr. Brewster, “you are liable to knock down a shelf of books 
behind you. . . . But then there’s really no point in bending down because the lighting is so poor you would 
not be able to see the titles of the books.” 

Mr. Brewster urged the Council to tell the Melton ratepayers that if they wanted an adequate library they 
must be prepared for a sd. or 6d. in the £ rate, which was the minimum required for a reasonable service. 
And if Melton Council were unwilling to provide such a service then they should ask the County to take 
over, (None of his colleagues was reported as reminding Councillor Brewster that they had previously turned 
down this very idea on the grounds that it would add 2d. to the rate, that the local library was being run 
“very efficiently”, and the Council would not know what to do with the building if the library went.) 


Comparison with Luton 

Melton Public Library had its champions in the ensuing discussion. Councillor Miss Penstone, Headmistress 
of the Sarsons Girls’ School, refuted every one of Mr. Brewster’s charges, The building was not “spacious or 
peeks she conceded, but definitely it was not “gloomy”. On the contrary, she found it “a very pleasant 
ittle place”’, In fact, in her opinion, the service compared favourably with Luton and the headmistress was 
well satisfied. Another member of the Council seized upon this last remark to point out that whereas Melton 
ratepayers had to find 2 -68d. for a library “that was running efficiently and economically”, those in Luton— 
where library facilities were allegedly no better—a 73d. rate was required. Nor did Councillor Moorhouse 
find the idea at all startling that the library should not be on the te teas “Who,” he asked, “would bother 
to go to a kiosk and spend 4d. to ask whether such and such a book was available . . .”” Mr. Moorhouse is a 
retired local government officer. 

But the turbulent headmaster was not entirely without support. The Chairman of the Libraries Committee 
welcomed “this exchange of opinion”, and even went so he as to say he would himself like to see more 
books available. The Chairman intended to call a special meeting of the Council to consider library facilities 
generally, and Liaison hopes to be able to report thi ing. 

No further comment was elicited from town's officials on their li service which has, after all, 
revealed Melton Mowbray as being in one respect unique. It is surely the last li authority in the country 
that is obliged to say; “Sorry—our library is not on the phone.” 
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